The Variae of Cassiodorus have long been valued as an epistolary collection offering a window into political and cultural life in a so-called barbarian successor state in sixth-century Italy. However, this study is the first to treat them as more than an assemblage of individual case studies and to analyse the collection's wider historical context. M. Shane Bjornlie highlights the insights the Variae provide into early medieval political, ecclesiastical, fiscal and legal affairs and the influence of the political and military turbulence of Justinian's reconquest of Italy, and of political and cultural exchanges between Italy and Constantinople. The book also explores how Cassiodorus revised, updated and assembled the Variae for publication and what this reveals about his motives for publishing an epistolary record and for his own political life at a crucial period of transformation for the Roman world. 
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AC K N OW L E D G E M E N T S
This book began with an interest in explaining the dramatic departures of Cassiodorus' epistolary collection, theVariae, from other paradigms for the publication of letter collections in ancient and late antique writing. Doing so has required questioning the validity of a number of trusted models for the political, literary and social context of the Variae. As a result, this book offers a substantial departure from the communis opinio concerning Cassiodorus, the Variae and sixth-century Italy. However, for all that is new in this book, much derives from steadily accumulated advances in the understanding of how the ancient literate elite wrote and read epistolary collections, the impact of literature on political culture and the sensitivity of communities to the transmission of political ideas and ideology. Even with the support of new scholarly approaches to old problems, suggesting a new model for understanding Cassiodorus and the Variae has required the interest, generous encouragement and frank criticisms of a good many people.
The many accumulated debts incurred while writing this book began with a doctoral thesis at Princeton University, where I benefited immeasurably from the mentorship of Peter Brown and Bob Kaster. Peter Brown combined scholarly wisdom with indefatigable patience in a manner worthy of the very best late antique bishops. Bob Kaster managed the difficult feat of clothing red ink with kindness and respect, and was always available to read Cassiodorus' Latin with me. For their willingness to continue reading and commenting on the book manuscript, I owe a professional debt; for the humanitas and friendship, I am grateful at a more personal level. Others read and offered valuable comments on substantial portions of the dissertation, subsequent articles or the manuscript itself. The completion of this book owes as much to the careful attention that it received in its final stages as it does to those who provided initial advice and inspiration: Rosamond McKitterick has been a tireless editor, an insightful commentator and, more importantly, a persuasive source of encouragement without whom this book would probably still languish under the tyranny of Horace's dictum.
Finally, I dedicate this book to my four Muses -my wife and our three daughters. There is no proper recompense for the time that they cheerfully sacrificed that I might write this book.
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